
The following slides and their content are intended for 
educational purposes only.  



Cowboys and Indians   
or

A Somewhat Disjointed Look at Some of the Aspects of Some of the 
People, Some of the Places, and Some of the Events Which are a Part 

of our American Past with an Emphasis on Native Americans and Their 
Interactions with Non-Native Primarily European-Americans West of 

the Mississippi River along with Non-Native Primarily European-
Americans Who Made a Name for Themselves West of the Mississippi 
River but Who Did Not Necessarily Stay West of the Mississippi River.



A word about words 
and names

Indians, American Indians, Native Americans, 
Native People, First Nations, …; 
Black, Brown, Red, White, Yellow 







Human Settlement Patterns 

Why do people settle where they 
do? 

  1. Water … lack of water 
   2. Climate … temperature  

   3. Work, or a source of income; a     
       source of survival 

   







Climate Types of the Köppen 
classification System



And 
Maps!



30,000 ? BCE, 15,000 to c.10,000 BCE 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Squantohowwellthecornprospered.png




Cave Paintings near San Ignacio,  

Baja California Sur, Mexico











https://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/homework-help/who-are-wampanoag


NAGPRA
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

Tower 
House









c. 1500



John Smith is saved from a Powhatan 
death c.1600



Pocahontas

My 
name 

is 
Peoka



Puritans and Native Americans

Wampanoag

https://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/homework-help/who-are-wampanoag 

https://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/homework-help/who-are-wampanoag
http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/iro/parker/index.htm


Samuel de 
Champlain, 

c.1600

Champlain



French Canada





King Philip’s War 
1675 - 76 



Treaty of Paris, 1763



How can Great Britain prevent spending 
$$$ on protecting the colonists?

http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/iro/parker/index.htm




Washington / Adams



J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur 
 (1731-1813) 



ASSIMILATION?
http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/iro/parker/index.htm 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/LouisianaPurchase.png


The Native American and Westward 
Expansion 

• The white man and the red man have completely 
different concepts of land ownership 

• Neither understood the other, nor seemed to try…. 
• Indians considered British ally in Rev. War 
         A British loss    =    An Indian loss 
• Threats, alcohol, and bribes = lopsided treaties  
• Pushed and pushed, the Natives finally push back 
   Enter:  
        Little Turtle and Mad Anthony Wayne



Battle of Fallen Timbers, Aug. 1794

Near Toledo, Ohio       Treaty of Greenville



 Michikinikwa, 
 Chief of the Miami  





Daniel Boone 
1734 - 1820





Jefferson was Pro-Agriculture!

• lower prices on Fed       
    land 
• must have access to 

Mississippi River 
          

http://mappery.com/map-of/Historical-Lewis-and-Clark-Expedition-Historical-Map


1803            827,987 sq. miles for   $15,000,000

http://mappery.com/map-of/Historical-Lewis-and-Clark-Expedition-Historical-Map


http://mappery.com/map-of/Historical-Lewis-and-Clark-Expedition-Historical-Map 

http://www.hasandavis.com/ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWw4UDUlL0w 

May, 1804 – Sep, 1806

http://www.hasandavis.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWw4UDUlL0w
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Tippecanoe.jpg


Sacagawea 
c.1788 - 1812 



Henry Clay, KY  
                   
                           Andrew Jackson, TN 
                                 
                                         John C. Calhoun, SC 



Tecumseh and Tenskwatawa

By George Catlin

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/indian.html


Battle of  Tippecanoe, 1811

William Henry Harrison

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/indian.html


George 
 Catlin 

 
by William Fisk, 1849



President Jackson   1828 - 36

• Five Civilized Tribes 
    Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw,  
        Creek, and Seminole  

• Indian Removal Act, 1830



The Southeast

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/indian.html 

Sequoyah

Chief John Ross

http://www.amanacolonies.com/


Question:  
Does the state of Georgia  

have the authority to regulate 
 the intercourse 

 between citizens of  
its state and members of the  

Cherokee Nation?

Worcester v. Georgia, 1832

Samuel 
Worcester





The Trail of Tears,  by Robert Lindneux 1942



Canal building frenzy!  
early 1800s



John Deere’s 
steel plow,1838

The McCormick 
Reaper,1851



First passenger 
train, 1831

First steam 
engine in 
America, 1829



Immigration

Years Immigrants

1820-1829 128,502

1830-1839 538,381

1840-1849 1,427,337

mostly coming from northern Europe

Ireland in particular



Individualism, Transcendentalism, 
and   

Romanticism

Abolitionism

Art  and Literature

Communialism

Women's Rights Movement



James Fennimore Cooper  
1789 - 1851

Last of the  
Mohicans

Photo by Mathew BradyPainting by John Wesley Jarvis



Religious Communities

• 1814 - Hew Harmony, Indiana   
• 1847 - The Mormon trek to Utah 
• 1855 - Amana Colony, Iowa

http://www.amanacolonies.com/ 

http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/
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The Hudson River School, c. 1830s

• Thomas Cole 
• Landscape painters 
• Influenced by  
   Romanticism 
• A peaceful co existence  
   of man and nature 
• Not a place but  
   “a movement” 

http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/


Land of the Lotus Eaters, 1861                     Robert Duncanson



Among the Sierra Nevada, 1868                  Albert Bierstadt



And the Native American?

• The Middle Ground 
      It kept shifting (& keeps changing) 
• Blackhawk Wars 1832 
       Sauk and Fox 
           forced west, again and again  

• Ft. Laramie Treaty of 1851       

http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/treatyoffortlaramie1851/ 

Catlin, 1832

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Comancheria.jpg


Manifest Destiny

• What is it? 

• John L. O’Sullivan 1845 

• Why are people moving west?



American Progress, 1872                John Gast



What of Mexico?
• Mexico gained Independence, 1821 
• War for Texas’ Independence, 1836  
•       Lone Star Republic, 1836-1846 
•       The Texas Rangers (1823) 
• Mexican War, 1846 - 1848 

John Coffee “Jack” Hayes

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Kansaspacificgrants.jpg


The Comanche, c. 1850
Quanah Parker, c. 1890

Colt Revolver, c. 1840

https://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210633


Westward Trails
• Santa Fe 
         in Mexico till 1848 
• Oregon 
      The Whitman’s 1836 (Walla Walla) 
      Willamette Valley 
• Mormon 
      Brigham Young 1847 
• California     





Santa Fe Trail



Christopher 
“Kit” Carson



Kit Carson (1809 – 1868)  
The epitome of the American West 

• Born in KY, lived in MO, (Howard County) 
• By Age 8 he must help provide for his family  
• Spoke six languages but could not read or write 
• Acute, personable, resourceful, & DECISIVE 
• Became trusted friends of many… Freemont, 

Kearny, Polk, and later Sherman  
• Married twice, 1st wife died in childbirth, with his 2nd 

for 40 years. Died one month after her. 
• His knowledge of and work with the Navaho was a 

double-edged sword - the infamous Long Walk 



The Long Walk

• 1862 – 64 
• General Carleton 
• Bosque Redondo / Fort Sumner 
• 8,500 Navajo, 500 Apache 
• Designed for 5,000 
• Disaster – water, soil, vegetation, 

provisions



Oregon Trail, 1836 







Fort Laramie



Independence Rock and South Pass 
City





The Donner Party, 1846-47

 Sarah Graves
James and Margaret Reeves
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