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Henry Boyd invented the “Boyd Bedstead”
a corded bed created with wooden rails





























Carter G. Woodson
created the Negro History Bulletin



Maulana Karenga
created Kwanzaa













Percy Julian
pioneer of chemical synthesis of medicinal drugs



Charles Drew
inventor of blood plasma



Vivien Thomas
invented cardiac surgery



Articles to Pass Around

. . . story about Theo . . . 



Folding cabinet bed — Sarah Goode

Potato Chips — George Crum

Gas Mask — Garrett Morgan

Protective Mailbox — Philip B. Downing Blood Bank

Improved Ironing Board — Sarah Boone

Home Security System — Mary Van Brittan Brown

Three-Light Traffic Light — Garrett Morgan

Refrigerated Trucks — Frederick McKinley Jones

Automatic Elevator Doors — Alexander Miles

Electret Microphone — Dr. James E. West

Color IBM PC Monitor and Gigahertz Chip — Mark Dean

Super Soaker — Lonnie Johnson’s

Tissue Holder — Mary Davidson

Peanut Butter — George Washington Carver

Laserphaco — Patricia Bath

Automatic Gear Shift — Richard Spikes

Clothes dryer — George T. Sampson

Dust pan — Lloyd P. Ray

Folding chair — John Purdy

Golf Tees — Dr. George Grant

Ice Cream Scooper — Alfred L. Cralle

Lawnmower — John Albert Burr

Lawn sprinkler — Joseph A. Smith

Modern toilet — Thomas Elkins

The Mop — Thomas W. Stewart

Reversible Baby Stroller — William Richardson

Drag Queens — William Dorsey Swann

Logomania — Dapper Dan

Airplane propelling — James S. Adams

Biscuit Cutter — A.P. Ashbourne

Coin Changer — James A. Bauer 

Rotary Engine — Andrew J. Beard 

Car Coupler — Andrew J. Beard 

Letter Box — G.E. Becket

Stainless Steel Pads — Alfred Benjamin 

Torpedo Discharger — H. Bradberry 

Disposable Syringe — Phil Brooks 

Corn Planter — Henry Blair

Cotton Planter — Henry Blair 

Street Sweepers — C.B. Brooks 

Horse Bridle Bit — L.F. Brown 

Horseshoe — Oscar E. Brown 

Train Alarm — R.A. Butler 

Paints and Stans — George W. Carver 

Lotions and Soaps — George W. Carver 

Automatic Fishing Reel — George Cook 

Ice Cream Mold — A.L. Cralle

Printing Press — W.A. Lavalette 

Envelope Seal — F.W. Leslie 

Laser Fuels — Lester Lee

Pressure Cooker — Maurice W. Lee

Window Cleaner — A.L. Lewis

Portable Pencil Sharpener — John L. Love

Fire Extinguisher — Tom J. Marshal

Black Inventors of Many Items



Shoe Lasting Machine — Jan Matzeliger 

Rocket Catapult — Hugh MacDonald 

Hair Brush — Lyda Newman

Heating Furnace — Alice H. Parker

Blimp — J.F. Pickering 

Hand Stamp — W.B. Purvis 

Fountain Pen — W.B. Purvis 

Dust Pan — I.P. Ray

Insect Destroyer Gun — A.C. Richardson

Sugar Refinement — N. Rillieux 

Cellular Phone — Henry Sampson 

Curtain Rod — S.R. Scottron

Urinalysis Machine — Dewey Sanderson

Player Piano — Joseph Dickinson

Arm for Record Player — Joseph Dickinson

Door Stop and Knob — O. Dorsey

Photo Print Wash — Clatonia J. Dorticus

Photo Embossing Machine — Clatonia J. Dorticus

Guitar — Robert Flemming Jr.

Motor — J. Gregory

Gas Burner — B.F. Jackson 

Kitchen Table — H.A. Jackson

Bicycle Frame — Issac R. Johnson

Wrench — John A. Johnson 

Eye Protector — P. Johnson 

Programmable Remote Controllers — Joseph N. Jackson

Lantern — Michael Harney 

Egg Beater — W. Johnson

Air Conditioning Unit — Frederick M. Jones

Two-cycle Gas Engine — Frederick M. Jones 

Internal Combustion Engine — Frederick M. Jones 

Starter Generator — Frederick M. Jones 

Refrigeration Controls — Frederick M. Jones 

Clothes Dresser — John H. Jordan

Bottle Caps — Jones and Long

Electric Lamp — Latimer and Nichols 

Hydraulic Shock Absorber — Ralph Sanderson 

Refrigerator — J. Standard

Stairclimbing Wheelchair — Rufus J. Weaver 

Fire Escape Ladder — J.B. Winters 

Telephone Transmitter — Granville T. Woods 

Electric cut-Off Switch — Granville T. Woods 

Relay Instrument — Granville T. Woods 

Telephone System — Granville T. Woods 

Electro Mech Brake — Granville T. Woods 

Galvanic Battery — Granville T. Woods 

Roller Coaster — Granville T. Woods

Auto Air Brake — Granville T. Woods

Helicopter — Paul E. Williams 

Ice Cream — Augustus Jackson 

Pace Maker — Otis Boykin

Space Shuttle Retrieval Arm — WM. Harwell

Thermo Hair Curlers — Solomon Harper

and many more . . . 

Black Inventors of Many More Items
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